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500 DECLARATION OF MAJOR POLICIES

500.1 The Didrict’s transportation network strives to meet the diverse needs of those who residein,
work in, or vidt the Didtrict. It condgsts of a modern trangt system with subway and bus
savice, a highway, dreet, and dley sysem, and specid services for the dderly and
handicapped to move people within the Didrict and throughout the metropolitan area. The
Didrict’s transportation network aso includes transcontinenta rail service provided by
Amtrak, and commuter rail service operating from pointsin Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia,
and Pennsylvania provided by Amtrak, Virginia Railway Express (“VRE”), and the Maryland
Association of Rall Commuters (“MARC”). This service provides rail access to the Didtrict
for vigtors, workers, and freight. Findly, the Didtrict’ s ar trangportation network consists of
three (3) mgor arports, dl of which are connected to the Didtrict by highway, Metroral, or
Amtrak.

500.2 The badc philosophy of the Trangportation Element is that by providing for the efficient
movement of people and goods within the Didtrict and its metropolitan area, the Didrict’'s
trangportation network can play a key role in the Didtrict’s effort to maintain and enhance its
function as the economic and cultural hub of the Washington Metropolitan Area. This sarvice
will be provided pursuant to al appropriate federal and loca laws and regulationsincluding the
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (*CAAA”), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(“ADA”), and the Intermoda Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (“ISTEA”).

500.3 Direct land uses for transportation include streets and alleys, maintenance yards, storage yards
for dations, impoundment lots, fuding dations, office facilities, and equipment digpatch
gations. In order to provide efficient service to the public and minimize equipment wear and
operation costs, the District accepts the obligation to locate these facilities in areas which best
serve dl Didrict resdents and to design facilities to preserve the natural landscape and protect
views.
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Today the Didrict has a transportation system that meets its needs generdly. There are
aspects of this system, however, that must be improved and enhanced in order to comply with
CAAA, ADA, and ISTEA, as wdll as meet the mobility needs of the elderly and of school age
children between school and after school programs.  The Didtrict accepts its obligation to
correct and improve those parts of the existing transportation system where the service does
not measure up to acceptable standards and where congestion impairs the efficiency of the
system. The Didrict will aso coordinate with the gppropriate federad agencies in evaluating
the feasibility of providing expanded or new rail service on old (abandoned) tracks.

The Didrict will work aggressvely to implement the dtate requirements for intermoda
trangportation planning and coordination that are contained in the federa ISTEA legidation.
The Didrict will dso seek improvements in congtruction materid standards for roadways and
sdewalks, better design quality of landscaped areas, and amenities for the safety, comfort
and enjoyment of pedestrians, including shared use of the roadways by bicycligts.

Transportation and land use decisons made by the State of Mayland and the
Commonwedth of Virginia suburbs affect traffic congestion, parking supply, and ar qudity in
the Didrict. Maintenance needs for dreets and highways are affected by heavy suburbart
commuter traffic generated by the Didrict’s role as a mgjor center of economic activity. The
Didrict is committed to finding regionaly based solutions to these problems;, including ashift in
commuter emphasis from the private automobile to mass transit.

The transportation system of the Didtrict performs another important role beyond its basic
task of moving people and goods. The role relates o the growth and development of the
future Didrict. The trangportation system must respond to Didrict plans for the future as
expressed in the Plan and the detailed program and project plans made in accordance with it.
The Transportation Element is an essentia part of that planning process.

The Didrict is committed to finding affirmative answers to many  difficult questions about its
future trangportation system. The overdl god is to develop a trangportation system that works
well for Didrict resdents and others who use it, and one that responds positively to projected
growth and development, in addition to satisfying other requirements such as hedth, safety,
and wdfare of itsusers.

TRANSPORTATION GOAL
It is the god of the Didrict to provide appropriate, energy-efficient, codt-effective, and
convenient public transportation services within the Didrict and to work with neighboring

jurisdictions throughout the Washington Metropolitan Area as a means of enhancing the
functions and qudity of life for those who live, work, and vigt in the Didtrict.

TRANSPORTATION: GENERAL
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The generd objectives for transportation are to support Didtrict policy to preserve and
improve neighborhoods, to facilitate the commerce of the Didrict, and to support Didrict
growth and development objectives to expand business and job opportunities.

The policies established in support of the genera transportation objectives are as follows:
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Support land use arrangements that smplify and economize trangportation services,
induding mixed-use zones that permit the co-development of resdentid and
nonresidential uses to promote higher dendty resdentid development a drategic
locations, particularly near appropriate Metrorall sations;

Continue the resdentid parking permit program in al resdentid aress affected by
commercid and commuter parking;

Stimulate shopping, restaurant, and other retail activities, encourage incressed,
adequate short-term, o+ and off-street parking to meet current and expanded needs
of incressed retall devdopment while reducing traffic congestion in designated
locations, including the provison of increased weekend orntstreet parking spaces in
areas such as loading zones and commercia building entrances in the Downtown retail
area. (This can be done by working with the various retail business groups and
affected resdents in Downtown and other areas of the city to establish measures such
as. merchant-financed park and shop programs; relaxed weekend parking restrictions
at non-retail commercia building entrances; shared parking spaces in enclosed parking
facilities for use on weekends; and new parking facilities at appropriate locations within
designated retail aress, including revenue bond-financed municipd parking fadilities
funded by municipad parking revenues and specid tax assessments on commercid
properties within areas benefitting from the municipd parking.);

Edtablish traffic management drategies to separate locd traffic from through-traffic
within resdentia neighborhoods, route through-traffic around identified neighborhood
enclaves if possble, and complete segments of the highway and street system
necessary for smooth traffic flow and the reduction of commuter traffic in resdentid
neighborhoods;

Require off-street loading of merchandise in commercia aress to the extent feasible,
encourage exiging establishments to provide off-street loading, and where off-street
loading is not feasble, consder necessary redtrictions on commercid loading or
dedication of some public space to facilitate smal package ddliveries,

Encourage the supply and management of public parking in commercid areas to afford
priority to customers and others on business errands for available off-street and curb
parking spaces, and discourage the use of these spaces by al-day parkers, including
establishment employees,
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Enhance the efficiency of the trangportation syssem and improve mobility for people
and goods by planning and developing optimum connections between the various
modes operating in this metropolitan areg;

Establish trangportation control measures and consder congestion strategies which will
reduce traffic congestion and reduce emissions from motor vehicles but which will not
impose an adverse fisca burden on the Didrict or reduce its competitiveness within the
region;

Encourage mgjor private sector employers to set up and operate transportation
demand management (“TDM”) programs that promote the use of dternatives to the
sngle-occupant private automobile for work trips within, into, and out of the Digtrict.
(Alternative TDM messures might include, but not be limited to, trangt fare subsdies,
preferential parking for carpools and vanpools, non-subsidized employee parking, flex-
time hours of duty, and bicycle lockers and related shower facilities);

Provide reverse commute options which will provide Didrict resdents with access to
the regional job market that is essentidly equa to that afforded to suburban residents
commuting to the Didtrict; and

Study the feasibility of expanded or new rail operations on old or abandoned tracks.

USE OF MASSTRANSIT

The objectives for use of mass trangt are to complete the one hundred three (103) mile
adopted regiond Metrorail system, promote the increased use of transt, and expand the
provision of transportation services for ederly and handicapped persons within the Didtrict of
Columbia

The policies established in support of the use of mass trangit objectives are asfollows:
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Support the completion of the last thirteen and five tenths of a mile (13.5) of the one
hundred three (103) mile Metrorail system asrapidly as possible;

Spearhead a campaign to edtablish a regiond tax to finance the expanson and
rehabilitation of the Metrorall and Metrobus systems and the development of other
dternatives to the single-passenger private automobile that move people and goods
more efficiently throughout the Didtrict and the metropolitan areg;

Promote the increased use of mass trangt in the Didtrict and the region by encouraging
the following programs:

(1) Thesubsdization by merchants of trangit trips for shoppers and employess,
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(2) The provison of public trangt incentives by developers and employers to
employees, which may include shuttle buses to Metrorail stations and subsidized
fare cards and flash passes;

(3) Edablisiment of educationd programs to acquaint resdents with the
convenience of mass trangit;

(4) Increased advertising of schedules and timetables; and

(5) Extenson of mass trangt sarvice, including expanson of Metrorall parking
facilities and extended MetrobusMetrorall routes and hours of operation in
response to increased patronage;

Revise the Metrobus routes within the Didrict to effectively capitdize on the availability
of Metrorail service and changes in resdential and shopping patterns and relocate bus
stops as required to promote service efficiency;

Supplement basic public trangit services with shuttle and minibuses, and increase the
effectiveness of mass trangt service, particularly to support tourism and to provide
sarvice for trangt- dependent groups, including the elderly, the handicapped, school age
children, and residents of isolated aress,

Ensure that the congtruction of the Green Line (E and F) Metrorall Route is given
priority and, pending completion of the Green Line (E and F) Metrorall Route, give
priority to the transit needs of Anacostia, Congress Heights, and Columbia Heights;

Creste policies to ensure that the following occurs:

(1) Taxicab sarvice in the Didrict remains a safe, convenient, and well-functioning
part of the Didtrict’ s transportation system;

(2) Adequate taxicab sarvice is provided to dl pats of the Didrict in a
nondiscriminatory fashion; and

(3) The security and service concerns of taxicab owners, drivers, and passengers
are addressed in afair, equitable, and timely manner;

Ensure that the remaining unbuilt Metrorail segments within the Digtrict of Columbia are
built as rapidly as possble with minimum adverse impacts on the resdences and

businesses located aong the congtruction corridors,

Cresate more direct connections between the various transt modes consistent with the
federa requirement to plan and implement intermodal transportation systems, and

Expand the provision of transportation services for the elderly and the handicapped to
include a contract for a core service provider for ADA-digible trips within the Didrict.
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PRIVATE PASSENGER AUTOMOBILES

The private passenger automobile objective is to reduce regiona dependence on the private
passenger automobilein order to improve air quaity and reduce congestion.

The policies established in support of the private passenger automobile objective are as
follows
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Support the Didrict and regionally-approved state implementation programs for air
quaity improvement and ensure the management of proposed redrictions on
automobile activity;

Provide for improved traffic flow through transportation systlem management initiatives,
improve ride-sharing programs, including the use of car pooling and van pooling
arangements, maintain priorities for high-occupancy vehicles on key routes, and
provide computerized sgnd sysems capable of responding to management
directions,

Promote the use of dternatives to the private passenger automobile, including bicycling
and walking, and provide additional pedestrian paths and bicycle routes and facilities;

Implement a technologically enhanced vehicle ingpection and maintenance program and
emphasize and ensure regiond compliance with automaobile emission requirements;

Improve taxi service in dl aress of the Digtrict to provide links to Metrobus and
Metrorail, bus, train, and air terminas and explore the use of innovative transt services
on key routes, not only in rush+hour periods but aso to serve the nonwork trip; and

Support the establishment or expanson of employer-sponsored trangt ridership
programs such as the federd Metro Pool program where, pursuant to federa
legidation, public and private employers may subsize employee travel by mass transit
each month.

STREETSAND ALLEYS

The streets and dleys objective isto provide a system of streets and aleysto ensure access to
al sections of the Didrict.

The policies established in support of the streets and alleys objective are as follows.

@

Condder edablishing dreetscape standards and a program for the design,
construction, and maintenance of streets and dleysin the Didtrict;
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Require gppropriate and adequate traffic circulation sysems that include and
emphasize mass trangportation options (including, but not limited to, buses, vans, or
carpoals) in new residentia developments and consider including pedestrian walkways
and bicycle pathsin new resdentia developments;

Require appropriate and adequate internd traffic circulation systems in new
commercid devdopments induding  off-dreet loading platforms and parking in
accordance with established standards;

Establish and enforce standards for lighting, curb cuts, ramps for the handicapped, and
other amenities; promote private-sector involvement in the development of sdewalks
and pededtrian paths to complete the Didtrict’s pedestrian system; and enhance
pedesirian access to public trangportation in the city, including condderation of
incentives for private-sector sidewalk and pedestrian pathway improvements,

Require mgor developments to demondrate that adequate parking will exist for
occupants and other users, in accordance with the Large Tract Review Procedures of
the Office of Planning, effective December 12, 1986 (10 DCMR 82300 et seq.; 33
DCR 7701-7709), and with the Zoning Regulations a 11 DCMR 8100 et seq.;

Require a systematic program for the maintenance and repair of streets, aleys, bridges,
sdewdks, and related facilities, including improvements in interagency coordination of
the scheduling of Street repairs or maintenance, water main or sewer work benegath
the streets, and temporary street lane closures due to adjacent congtruction to reduce
disruptionsin traffic and pededtrian flow, particularly in the Centra Employment Ares;

Determine the feasibility of constructing dedicated but unbuilt streets or abandoning the
dedicated but unbuilt dreets as public vehicular rights-of-way and converting the
dedicated but unbuilt streets to parks; and

Consult with any affected Advisory Neighborhood Commission before issuing a permit
to construct aroad or street.

AIR TRANSPORTATION

The objectives for air trangportation are to achieve cooperation throughout the region for safe
and environmentaly-sound air facilities and to ensure ease of access to al arports through
intermoda planning and connections.

The policies established in support of the transgportation objectives are as follows.

@

Encourage the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority to continue to work with
public and private sector organizations to develop plans for high-speed surface access
and ground service improvements to Washington Dulles Airport to increase the
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atractiveness of Washington Dulles Airport for future increases in air service that will
not be accommodated at Washington Nationd Airport;

(b)  Encourage the Metropalitan Washington Airports Authority and the Federd Aviation
Adminidration to prevent the introduction of wide-body jets at Washington Nationa
Airport due to concerns about safety;

(©0  Encourage the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority to do the following:

(1) Maintan or reduce the number of hourly commercia arcraft operations
(*landing dots’) a Washington Nationa Airport;

(20 Reconsder “scattered flight” take off and landing patterns for this airport;

(3)  Impose dtricter day-time and night-time restrictions on decibel levelsto diminate
adverse noise impacts upon resdents attributeble to commercia aircraft
operations at this airport; and

(4) Prohibit the operation of commercid arcraft at Washington Nationd Airport
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 am.;

(d)  Promote compatible land use and interior noise level reductionsin aress of high aircraft
Noise;

(8 Work with the Federd Aviation Adminigration and the Washington Metropolitan
Council of Governments to assess the feaghility and availability of funding for
development of a publicly-owned genera-purpose hdiport/vertiport fecility a a Ste
within the Digtrict of Columbia, where a facility would not adversdy impact residential
neighborhoods as set forth in the Helicopter Landing Pad Public Nuisance Act of
1987, effective October 9, 1987 (D.C. Law 7-40; D.C. Code §7-1439);

(f)  Work with other loca governments in the Washington metropolitan region to develop
intermoddl  trangportation services which ensure more efficient and convenient
connections between the Digtrict and Washington metropolitan area airports, and

(9  Encourage the devdlopment of an air passenger luggage courier service that will pick
up luggage from a downtown drop-off point and directly ddiver it to the baggage
check-in counter for ar travelers (thereby encouraging more travelers to use public
trangt and not automobiles to get to airports because they would not have bulky
luggage or packages to carry, and dso providing a possible source of supplementa
revenue for exiging airport limousine service providers if  the luggage courier service
were connected with their operations).

507 WATERFRONT TRANSPORTATION
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The waterfront transportation objectives are to support use of the rivers for trangportation and
recreation purposes and to ensure that waterways and water travel are fully integrated into
the intermodal transportation plan that is being developed for the Digtrict and the Washington
Metropolitan Area.

The policies established in support of the waterfront trangportation objectives are as follows:

(&  Encourage better docking and mooring facilities in waterfront areas, including launching
ramps for boats to encourage and promote increased use of waterfront area for
trangportation and recrestion purposes,

(b) Promote the condruction of a continuous pathway dong both the Potomac and
Anacodtia Rivers to provide walking, bicycling, and scenic vidtas, and use many areas
of parkland which are currently underused for recreational purposes,

(0  Promote cooperation with the National Park Service, which controls the mgority of
the waterfront property; and

(d)  Encourage the Federd Maritime Adminigtration and the Interior Department to work
with the Didtrict to examine the feasibility of establishing a commuter waterway service
from the southern Potomac River region to passenger ports at the Washington
Channel, Southeast Federd Center, Navy Yard, Balling Air Field, Poplar Point (at the
regiona entrance to the Anacostia Metrorail Station), and the Georgetown waterfront.
(The development of waterway travel to these, as well as other mgor employment,
activity, and intermoda transfer centers should reduce traffic congestion aong the
highway network serving Southwest and Southeast Washington and Georgetown.).

INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

The intermodal transportation facilities objective is to provide improved passenger and freight
transfer services between the various trangportation modes servicing the Didrict and the
Washington Metropolitan Area in order to enhance the Didlrict's function as the region’s
economic hub and the Didtrict’ s competitiveness in an increasingly globalized economy.

The policies established in support of the intermoda trangportation facilities objective are as
follows

(@  Work with the other local governments in the region and the Metropolitan Washington
Council of Governments to develop a regiond intermoda transportation plan and
coordinate the development of the Didrict's Intermodal Trangportation Plan and
include as one of the priorities the development of New York Avenue as an integra
project highlighted in the Strategic Trangporation Plan;
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Coordinate the development and location of new intermodd trangportation facilities
with District economic development plan priorities and needs;

Develop new and improve existing pedesirian/bicycle transportation facilities providing
access to intermoda transfer hubs, and

Encourage the development of gppropricte parking facilities a2 mgor intermoda
transfer points.

PUBLIC ACTION

The objectives for public action are to provide and maintain an efficient and effective
trangportation system that will do the following:

@
(b)
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Maximize accessibility and the movement of people and goods;
Enhance growth and economic devel opment;
Support the development of housing; and

Provide safe and convenient pedestrian and bicycle circulation within neighborhoods.

The policies established in support of the public action objectives are as follows.
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Provide sufficient funding sources to establish, maintain, and repair the Didtrict’ s system
of sreets and dleys, including its street lights and control system, bridges, and trees,

Continue to inddl traffic sysem management techniques throughout the Didtrict to
improve taxi service and automobile ingpection procedures, and to support the Didtrict
government’s programs for neighborhood stabilization and commercid growth and
development;

Provide reliable sources of funding for congructing and operating Metrorall and
Metrobus systems and promote a regiona tax to finance Metrorall activities,

Ensure that there is an adequate supply of parking in retall areas by conducting
inventories of on- and off-street parking spaces and investigating procedures and
incentives required to ensure this supply; continue to enforce and expand the residentid
permit parking program; encourage the provision of adequate bicycle parking space
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Downtown; and develop revenue bond-financed municipad parking facilities funded by
municipal parking revenues and specia tax assessments on commercid properties
within areas benfitting from the municipa parking;

Establish, expand, or continue assistance for transt-dependent groups in the Didtrict,
including the ederly, students, school age children, and persons whaose Situation require
specid sarvices, including isolated persons and children in homeless shelters,

Develop and publish criteria for a Trangportation Management Plan to be required for
each new congtruction project that is subject to the Large Tract Review Procedures of
the Office of Planning, effective December 12, 1986 (10 DCMR 82300 et seg.
(1981));

Improve the Didrict’s system of traffic control signas to increase traffic efficiency and
safety, paticularly on mgor arteries, through such measures as expeditioudy
implementing a computerized traffic control system across the Didrict, substantialy
increasing the inddlation of traffic control mast arms, and synchronizing traffic control
lights;

Egtablish a bicycle route system in conformity with the Bicycle Trangportation Plan for
the Didrict of Columbia, approved June 9, 1987, with subsequent additions or
modifications by the Digtrict of Columbia Bicyde Advisory Council, and with specid
efforts towards establishing bicycle rights-of-way within the Central Employment Areg;

Operate public trangportation service at convenient frequencies and at the lowest fares
possble to maximize use of public trangt and to minimize traved by persond
automobile; and

Support completion of afeasibility sudy and other measures necessary to congtruct the
Metropolitan Branch Trail for bicydists and pedestrians adjacent to the Metrorail Red
Line between Union Station and the Maryland border on the northeast side of the
Didrict.

DEFINITIONS

The provisons of 8199 of chapter 1 of thistitle and the definitions set forth in that section shall
be incorporated by reference in this section.



